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asked, "What ghost?" Kuo Li said, "I was walking along the
Clear Lake River and passed by Tsui Ning's shop. I went inside
and there behind the counter I saw the bondmaid Hsiu Hsiu."
The Prince said impatiendy, "What nonsense! Hsiu Hsiu was
beaten to death and is buried in the garden. You saw it happen
yourself. How could you have seen her? Are you trying to make
fun of me?" Kuo Li answered, "How dare I jest with Your High-
ness? I did indeed see her, and she spoke to me. If Your Highness
does not believe it I am ready to sign a 'martial order.'"7 The
Prince said, "Sign a martial order then and produce Hsiu Hsiu
if you can."
The luckless Kuo Li signed the order and gave it to the Prince*
The latter ordered a sedan chair to go with Kuo Li, saying, "Go
and get the girl! If she is really where you say she is I shall put
her to death with my sword; if you cannot produce her, I shall
put you to death with the same sword."
Kuo Li was a foolish and impetuous man; he should have known
that it was no light matter to sign a martial order.
He and the two sedan bearers went directly to Tsui Ning's shop
and there said to Hsiu Hsiu, "I have the Prince's order to take
you to him." Hsiu Hsiu said, "I shall come with you as soon as I
get myself ready." She went inside, washed and changed her
clothes, came out and got into the sedan chair. Soon they arrived
at the palace and Kuo Li went inside first and reported to the
Prince that he had brought Hsiu Hsiu. The Prince said, "Bring her
in." Kuo Li went out to the sedan chair and said, "Hsiu Hsiu, the
Prince wants you to come in." Receiving no answer he lifted the
curtain and thereupon he felt as if a bucket of cold water had been
poured on him, and his mouth dropped open. For there was no
Hsiu Hsiu to be found in the sedan chair! He asked the sedan
bearers but they said that they had not stirred from the place. Kuo
Li rushed into the palace, shouting and mumbling excitedly, and
said to the Prince, "May it please Your Highness, there is indeed
a ghost!" Hie Prince said, "I have no patience with your jokes!"
7 Ckun-ling'chuang, a term frequendy encountered in popular fiction. The failure
to carry out the order means death.